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BELGIUM 

 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TERRITORIAL SEA Oct 1987 
 

Act establishing the 
breadth of the territorial 
sea of Belgium 

12nm  
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTIGUOUS ZONE Apr 1999 Act concerning the 

exclusive economic zone 
of Belgium in the North 
Sea 

24nm Established contiguous zone (Section VIII, 
Art. 47). 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTINENTAL SHELF Jun 1969  Act on the exploration and 

exploitation of non-living 
resources in the territorial 
sea and the continental 
shelf (formerly 
"Continental Shelf Act") 
 

 Boundary with neighboring States to be 
established by the principle of 
equidistance.  Amended by 1999 Act on 
the EEZ, below. 
 

 Apr 1999 Act concerning the 
exclusive economic zone 
of Belgium in the North 
Sea 

 Amended the 1969 Act, above.  Included 
geographic coordinates for outer limits of 
the continental shelf.   

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
EEZ  Apr 1999  Act concerning the 

exclusive economic zone 
of Belgium in the North 
Sea 

 Established EEZ.  Included geographic 
coordinates for outer limits of EEZ. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MARITIME BOUNDARIES Oct 1990  Treaties (2) with France  Territorial sea boundary agreement and 

continental shelf boundary agreement with 
France signed; EIF Apr 1993. 
 

 May 1991 
 

Agreement with the UK 
 

 Continental shelf boundary agreement 
with the UK signed; EIF May 1993.   
 

  Dec 1996 Treaties (2) with the 
Netherlands 

 Territorial sea boundary agreement and 
continental shelf boundary agreement with 
the Netherlands signed; EIF Jan 1999. 
 

 Mar & 
Jun 2005 

Exchange of Notes with 
the UK (LOS Bulletin No. 
66, pg. 96) 

 Amendment to the 1991 Agreement with 
the UK, signed; EIF Oct 2006. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOS CONVENTION Dec 1984    Signed Convention, with Declaration.   

 
 Jul 1994   Signed Part XI Agreement. 

 
 Nov 1998   Ratified Convention; bound by Part XI 

Agreement. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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